ENERGY EFFICIENT
H O M E S

How do you make your
home more energy
efficient? Is it really worth
it? These are questions
that come to mind when
the topic of energy
efficiency comes up.
Energy efficient homes are
important for many
reasons. They leave less of
a carbon footprint, are
more comfortable to live in
and typically save money
as well.
We'll help you explore all the options and decide what to incorporate
to make your home more energy efficient!

Energy Star Products
The Energy Star blue label is a familiar sight to see on certain
products you put in your house. Light bulbs, refrigerators, washing
machines and more can be seen with the Energy Star approved blue
label if they pass tests in the Energy Star Program. According to its
website, the Energy Star Program was created to help identify the
best ways to save energy.
Through research and testing, the program vets through these
products to see how energy efficient each is. The Energy Star label
lets you know that a product is the best on the market in quality and
energy efficiency.
One of the key reasons to go with Energy Star products is because of
the money you will save from them. Homeowners with these products
save as much as 30 percent on their energy costs. These products
also give your home more value since it will have the latest
technology that is built to be more durable, efficient and economical
for years to come. When used properly, Energy Star products can
increase the comfort and quality of your new home.
To learn more about the products you can include in your home to
make it more energy efficient, visit www.energystar.gov.

Insulated Garage Doors

How does an insulated garage door help with a home’s energy
efficiency? If a garage isn’t insulated, the temperature outside will be
around the same inside the garage. One issue with this comes whenever
you open the door that connects the garage and the home. Air from the
garage will get inside the home and make the temperature in that area
fluctuate. In order to keep all parts of the home at the comfortable
temperature you have set it, the heating and cooling system now has to
work extra to bring that temperature at the door back to where it was
set.
This means more energy is being used and more money is being spent
for that energy. In addition, the air and temperature in the garage can
also travel through the garage’s ceiling and room’s floor if there is a room
above the garage. The same thing happens here, the temperature varies
and more energy and money is spent. Adding insulation to your garage
will help defeat this issue, save you money and make your home more
energy efficient.

Lighting
Choosing the right light
bulbs for your home can
help make it more energy
efficient. LED bulbs use far
less energy than others
and last longer as well. LED
lights also emit more light
than incandescent bulbs.
When shopping for flood
lights, spot lights or any
other lights, look for the
Energy Star LED bulbs for
the best quality overall.

Windows
Windows can also play a large part in energy efficiency. Most
people enjoy letting sunlight in through their windows when
it is a nice day. They can leave most or all of their indoor
lights off, which saves energy and money, and take in the
beautiful day outside.
However, some windows allow heat with the sunlight into the
home. This causes the problem of indoor temperatures
fluctuating and the heating and cooling system having to
work harder to keep the temperature at where it was set.
There are now Energy Star Low-E2 windows that can be
installed in homes. These windows are dual-pane and UV
resistant and allow sunlight into the home but not the heat.
Not only does it save you money, it is more comfortable, and
it protects you from harmful rays. Doing your research and
finding products like these windows help in making your
home more energy efficient.

Solar Energy
Another way to make your home more
energy efficient is by using solar energy.
Using energy stored by solar panels at
your home reduce the amount you
depend on utility companies. Solar panels
can create more energy over its lifetime
and save you money. This energy efficient
option is becoming more and more
commonplace because of its advantages
to the homebuyer and the environment.

Electronics and Office Equipment
Electronics and office equipment are a part of our everyday lives.
We use them on a regular basis whether it is for need or
entertainment. As you can imagine, we also use a lot of energy
everyday with all of these things. We are charging devices,
watching television, washing clothes and more without truly
realizing how much energy we use. However, as technology
continues to advance, innovative ideas and products come out to
help solve this issue of using a lot of energy and spending a lot of
money for that energy. In today’s world, we can put washing
machines in our homes that use less water and energy and last
longer than before. To find the best quality and energy efficient
products, check for the Energy Star blue label. These products are
more energy efficient and will save you more money.

Keystone's Energy/Plus Homes
Many of these energy efficient features and ideas are ones we can
incorporate in your new home to help save you money and make
your home more comfortable. Energy/Plus homes are outfitted with
numerous features to add levels of comfort and protection. An
array of tactics provide Keystone with this competitive advantage
including Low Emittance (Low-E) window coating; concrete flooring
made with a vapor barrier and drainage system; well-sealed duct
work joints and connectors; and “super-sealed” wood-to-wood
joints.
Low-E window coating serves numerous energy-efficiency
purposes for home buyers. The coating allows natural light to pass
through while simultaneously reflecting heat. In addition, Low-E
windows reduce energy consumption and block harmful UV light to
reduce its damage to the skin, fabrics, flooring and other in-home
objects. Long-term exposure to UV rays can cause things as minor
as sunburn or as major as skin cancer.
Concrete flooring with built in vapor barriers and drainage systems
prevent moisture from gathering in basements and crawl spaces.
This will maintain a cozier atmosphere and reduce the chance for
mold growth. Overall, the home will be a healthier and happier
environment. Mold spores can become airborne and once inhaled
can cause diseases such as fungal pneumonia.

Concrete flooring with built in vapor barriers and drainage systems
prevent moisture from gathering in basements and crawl spaces. This
will maintain a cozier atmosphere and reduce the chance for mold
growth. Overall, the home will be a healthier and happier environment.
Mold spores can become airborne and once inhaled can cause diseases
such as fungal pneumonia.
Ductwork connectors and “super-sealed” wood joints minimize air
leakage and reduce excessive drafts from entering the home. By
trapping heat in the home and reducing leakage and outside air flow,
the sealants will reduce energy expenses and save costs.
All of Keystone’s energy-efficient offerings are in an effort to provide
longevity from a customers’ home and pocketbook, as well as the
environment. For a full description of all the offerings Energy/Plus
homes provide or for more information about home, visit
www.keystonecustomhome.com.

